FRUSTRATION
The world did not accept this view. Glenarvon had a
success of scandal; three editions were called for within
a few weeks. But it dealt die death blow to what re-
mained of Caroline's social position. Ever since Lady
Heathcote's ball she had kept it on sufferance; certain
people had continued to countenance her out of affec-
tion for her relations. Now she had set out deliberately,
and in print, to insult these last of her supporters. It
is not surprising that they too turned against her. In
desperate bravado she had continued to go into society,
at the time the book was appearing; only to find that
her cousins avoided her, Lord Holland cut her dead,
and Lady Jersey scratched her name off the list of
Almack's Club. At last she had succeeded in putting
herself completely outside the pale. And she was
never to get inside it again.
As for the Lambs, they were almost out of their
minds. For many years, so they not unjustifiably con-
sidered, they had endured Caroline's goings-on with
singular patience. And in return she had chosen to
wound them in their two tenderest points, family
loyalty and regard for appearances. To people brought
up with Lady Melbourne's tradition of discretion, no
worse torment can be imagined, than to have the
intimacies of family life displayed in public. And in
such an unfavourable light! What cause for odious
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